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were made and a proclamation was issued prohibiting all gatherings
and meetings in Amritsar. The proclamation which was in English
was not even read in many parts of the city.
On April 12 a meeting was announced, to be held at 4.30 p.m.
next day in the Jallianwala Bagh. General Dyer took no measures
to prevent the holding of the meeting but decided to reach the
place soon after the meeting had begun with armoured cars and
troops, and without giving any warning, ordered the troops to fire
till the ammunition was exhausted.
Sir Valentine Chirol has described the scene thus:
"One cannot possibly realize the frightfulness of it until one has
actually looked upon on the Jallianwala Bagh —once a garden, but
in modern times a waste space frequently used for fairs and public
meetings., about the size perhaps of Trafalgar Square, and closed in
almost entirely by walls above which rise the backs of native houses
facing into the congested streets of the city. I entered by the same
narrow lane by which General Dyer entered with about fifty rifles. I
stood on the same rising ground on which he stood, when without a
word of warning, he opened fire at about hundred yards' range upon
a dense crowd, collected mainly in the lower and more distant part
of the enclosure around a platform from which speeches were being
delivered. The crowd was estimated by him at 6,000, by others at
10,000 and more, practically unarmed, and all quite defenceless.
The panic-stricken multitude broke at once, but for ten consecutive
minutes he kept up a merciless fusillade—in all 1,650 rounds—on
that seething mass of humanity, caught like rats in trap, vainly rush-
ing for the few narrow exits or lying fiat on the ground to escape the
rain of bullets, which he personally directed to the points where the
crowd was the thickest. The ctargets9, to use his own word, were
good, and when at the end of those ten minutes, having almost
exhausted his ammunition, he marched his men off by the way they
came. He had killed, according to the official figures wrung out of
Government mouths later, 379, and he left about 200 wounded
on the ground, for whom., again to use his own word, he did not
consider it his 'job' to take the slightest thought."
The word Amritsar became a synonym for massacre. Bad as this
was, there were other and even more shameful deeds all over the
Punjab. The happenings in Lahore, Kasur and Gujranwala form
some of the^blackest records in history.

